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Coastal customs meet

in the Midwest

GIG of the newest genres of car ! after their debut, therefore, not many

ollecting is historic customs. survived. Also, there were very few
The focus is on rare and all but heavily modified custom cars, because

forgotten cars. A historic custom is a it was expensive to do, making them a
car that was customized shortly after it rarity today.

was new. Typically, one-of-a-kind cars
were often used and abused shortly CUSTOMS (Page 41]

Des i being of umpeiing makes, the similarities between the Seaton Chevy
[|Hﬁrund the North Ford (right) far outweigh the differences.
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Well-known car collector Joe Bortz
of Highland Park, IIl., is one of the top
collectors of concept cars. He has been |
on the cutting-edge of collecting and |
preserving the most creative old cars
ever designed by the factory.

Bortz has expanded his collection to
include highly individualized custom
cars. Part of this fascinating eollection
includes a 195656 Chevy and a 1957
Ford.

Without planning it, Bortz realized
these two cars have come to represent
the “East vs. West” of '50s historie
customs. The ‘55 Chevy was originally
owned by Jim Seaton, and customized
by the famous George Barrie of Holly-
wuood, thus the west. And, the ‘57 Ford
was bought and customized by East ; h - i i ; b
Coaster John North of Hartford, Conn.. P |
Both Barris and North are still alive The white Nwm tuck ‘n’ roll interior of the North Ford is so similar fo the

it's

today. Seaton Chevy, ard to tell them apart.
Customizing a car in the 50s frequently used artisans to fabricate
was a creative endeavor that :
took vision and inventiveness to Despite being of competing makes,
accomplish  — unlike the order the similarities between the Seaton
kits of today. Bortz asserts that Chevy and the North Ford far outweigh
the difference between a historic the differences. Both cars are pearl-
custom and some contemporary white (the Seaton is more metallic) and
customs is like “comparing a scalloped: the Seaton in red and the
Rembrandt with a paint-by- Morth in gold. Both are raked, nosed,
number.” Bortz explained that and decked and have Lakes pipes.
s . modern customs are often built Even the interiors are comparable,
Seaton "55 Chevy customized by George Barris. from pre-made parts and kits
while historic customs CUSTOMS I'Pﬂye 49)






